
Welcome to all the New Members! 

At September’s general meeting, we presented a special ceremony in recognition 

of the over 83,000 American troops still missing in action since World War II.  This 

was in honor of National POW/MIA Recognition Day which is celebrated each year 

on the 3rd Friday of September.  This ceremony was also presented at the Blue 

Star sponsored Friday Coffee Talk.  TOVA honors all the American troops still 

missing in action and the heroics of those who were POW’s by flying the 

POW/MIA flag on the Magnolia House flag pole. 

 

 

  



Our membership and community embraced a project to collect school supplies for 

two of our local elementary schools, Groveland and Mascotte.   Over 4,000 items 

were collected and distributed during the1st week of school.  I want to give a 

special shout out to Debbie Ozak, Robin San Filippo and Cheryl Hall of the 

Outreach Committee for spearheading this effort. 

 

  



 

At July’s meeting, James O’Neil, TOVA Member, Retired Navy EOD Officer talked 

about his current experiencing in supporting efforts in the Middle East and his ‘on 

the ground’ experiences. 

 

 

_______________________ 

 

With over 100 attendees at September’s meeting, the Tri-County League of 

Women Voters presented the 2018 Constitutional Amendments on this 

November’s ballot.  For those who were not able to attend this meeting, the 

information can be found at www.lwvtrifl.org. 

It is very encouraging to see the increase in our membership and attendance at 

our monthly meetings as we work to have speakers and entertainment to keep all 

of us engaged.  If you have suggestions/comments for future meetings or 

activities, please contact any Board member. 

 



We continue to have overwhelming support to our Blood Drives and Wilson Lake 

Parkway cleanup as we reach a milestone for the number of blood units collected 

since the Blood Drive was started.  Another shout out to Pat Wellington and Keith 

Wohl for coordinating these efforts, respectively. 

This month we are all looking forward to the STAYING ALIVE Concert, a tribute to 

the Bee Gees & Disco music.  Thanks to Joe DePergola and the Events Committee 

for organizing and executing another great sold out event.  Look for highlights of 

this concert on our website. 

On behalf of your Board of Directors and our membership, we want to personally 

thank you for joining TOVA.  As of this writing our membership has increased to 

180, this is awesome!  We are always open to suggestions and comments so that 

we can continue to improve TOVA’s activities and events and be responsive to our 

membership.  This allows us to continue to support local community and Veterans 

organizations/event. 

We are always looking for volunteers to help in everything we do, as those needs 

are posted on our website and highlighted in our weekly emails.  Please read the 

various TOVA emails, MTL emails and visit our web site, www.tovavets.com, for 

upcoming events and activities as well as pictures of the above events that I have 

highlighted.  There are a lot of great happenings planned for the rest of the year.  

We have a lot of new neighbors moving into Trilogy, so please share your TOVA 

experiences with them so that we can not only welcome them as new neighbors 

but also as TOVA members. 

Thanks, 

Sheldon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tovavets.com/

